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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 
 
The Croatian Journal of Fisheries is an OPEN ACCESS scientific and technical journal 
which is peer reviewed. It was established in 1938 and possesses long-term tradition of 
publishing papers on freshwater and marine fisheries. Topics covered include: ichthyology, 
aquaculture, ecology and diseases in fish and other aquatic organisms, open water issues and 
other topics related to fisheries. The journal content features articles that reflect original 
research, interpretative content and content of interest to fisheries profession. 
Original scientific communications, which have not been previously published and are not 
being considered for publication elsewhere, may be submitted, in either Croatian or English, 
in the following categories: 
- original scientific papers (contain results from original research); 
- preliminary communications (wherein novel findings may be rapidly published); 
- short communications; 
- review articles (must be original and concise, and provide critical and objective 
overviews of specific scientific fields in which the authors are considered actively 
involved and recognized); 
- professional papers (contain useful organizational, applied and field observations, 
based upon literature critique, personal experience and/or following 
experimentation). 
 
Authors must submit their manuscripts electronically to the Author Centre at 
http://ribarstvo.agr.hr/users/. Authors are notified by e-mail that their manuscripts have been 
received. If this acknowledgement is not received within a week or so, authors should send 
enquires to the Editorial office (ribarstvo@agr.hr).  
 
Manuscript submission 
Submitted manuscripts including figures and tables must be sent: 
online at http://ribarstvo.agr.hr – click on the online paper submission or go directly to 
http://ribarstvo.agr.hr/users/ 
If you are a new user, you should create a user account and submit a paper. All pictures and 
tables should be inserted in the document after references. Accepted document formats are .rtf 
and .docx and should not exceed 10 Mb. 
 
Before a manuscript is published, each corresponding author have to fill out Copyright 
release form (attached under the section For authors/Guide to authors at 
http://ribarstvo.agr.hr) which also must be signed by all authors to confirm authorship of the 
manuscript. Authors must scan this signed document and should submit it online as .doc, 
.docx, .rtf or .pdf file. Authors cannot submit a manuscript without submitting a Copyright 
release form too.  
 
 
Preparation of the manuscript 
Please read and follow these instructions carefully, doing so will ensure that the publication of 
your manuscript is as rapid and efficient as possible. The Publisher reserves the right to return 
manuscripts that are not prepared in accordance with these instructions. 
Papers must be clearly written in English or Croatian. Spelling in English language 
manuscripts should conform to the Oxford English Dictionary. Papers lacking proper English 
or Croatian structure and usage will not be considered for publication and will be returned to 
the author without review. If papers are written in Croatian, the title, running title, authors’ 
address, summary, keywords, titles and figure and table legends should be in both Croatian 
and English.  
However, if papers are written in English then the title, running title, authors’ address, 
summary and keywords should be in Croatian language. If authors are not able to provide a 
Croatian summary etc., editorial team will provide it for them. 
 
General 
Prepare manuscripts using Microsoft Word, save as .docx (Word) or .rtf (rich-text format) file 
and use 1.5 line spacing with 2.5 cm margins on A4 paper. There is no page limit but it is 
recommend that original articles should not exceed 16 typewritten pages plus tables and 
illustrations. Short communications are narrower in scope than articles, but must still be 
novel, important and of general interest. They should not exceed 6 pages of text and contain 
no more than 4 tables and figures combined. 
Arrange consecutively numbered pages in the following order: 
1) title page  
2) abstract with 3-6 keywords 
3) text 
4) funding 
5) acknowledgments (if desired) 
6) references 
7) figure and table legends 
8) figures and tables (inserted in text without page numbers) 
 
Please provide continuous line numbering for the entire manuscript (in Word go to 
File/Page Setup/Layout tab/Line Numbering/Add line numbering/Continuous). 
 
Title page 
The title page (Page 1) contains the title of the article; all authors' full first and last name(s) 
and affiliation(s) with complete addresses; e-mail addresses; and a running title (max 40 
characters). The title should concisely state the subject of the paper in no more than 90 





An abstract is required. Abstracts consist of one paragraph of no more than 300 words that is 
complete without reference to the text. Include sample sizes and the important statistics used 
in your analyses. Do not use acronyms and complex abbreviations or refer to literature, 
figures and tables. Below the abstract, provide 3-6 keywords or short phrases that will assist 
in cross-indexing your article. Do not include words from the Title as keywords. 
 
Text 
The text should be readable, clear and concise. Do not write text in the first person. Authors 
should also refer to recent articles in The Croatian Journal of Fisheries for general 
formatting. Each figure, table and bibliographic entry must have a reference in the text.  
Any corrections requested by the reviewer should already be integrated into the file. 
The manuscript text, must be preceded by an abstract of 300 or less words and followed by: 
Introduction, Materials and methods; Results and Discussion section.  
 
Illustrations and Tables 
For all figures please include reproducible artwork (marked with the author's name, short title 
and figure number). Figures should be saved in a neutral data format such as TIFF or EPS. 
Please do not use any pixel-oriented programmes. Scanned figures (only in TIFF format) 
should have a resolution of 300 dpi (halftone) or 600 to 1200 dpi (line drawings) in relation to 
the reproduction size. Only high-contrast photographic material is suitable for reproduction. 
Please submit the data for figures in black and white. However, colour photos can be 
reproduced in black and white (with a possible loss of contrast). We encourage the use of 
colour figures where they will enhance the presentation of the data. Note that each colour 
figure carries a 20 EUR publication charge. All figures submitted in colour will be processed 
as colour and will be charged according to the existing price per figure, unless the author does 
explicitly not want his figure to be published in colour, regardless of being submitted as one. 
In that case, the author must inform the editor on time about his decision whether to publish 
or not a colour photo in his manuscript.   
For submission figures should be inserted in text but Word graphics are usually unsuitable for 
reproduction. So, if necessary, original figures should be sent after the review process (author 
will be informed).  
Please note that figures will generally be reduced to fit within the column-width or the print 
area. This means that numbering and lettering must still be readable when reduced (e.g. 
maps), and that the scale might not correspond with the original (microscopic pictures). 
Graphs with an x and y axis should not be enclosed in frames, only 2-dimensional 
representations. Do not forget the labels and units. Captions for the figures should give a 
precise description of the content and should not be repeated within the figure.  
Tables should be created using the table function.  
Tables and figures should be referred to in the text in the left-hand margin, together with an 
indication of where they appear in print. Also, tables and figures should be numbered 
consecutively using Arabic numerals. Tables should bear a descriptive legend on top and 
should not duplicate figure and vice versa. Vertical rules are not to be used, and horizontal 
lines should be kept to a minimum. 
Units of measurement, symbols and abbreviations should preferably conform to the metric 
system. For example: mm, cm, 
°
C, %, cc, ml, m, km, s, ha etc. 
 
References 
References should be listed alphabetically on a separate page with 1.5 line spacing 
(without numbering!). References in the text should be cited using the Harvard system thus: 
(Smith, 1996), (Smith and Jones, 1996), Smith and Jones (1996). Manuscripts in preparation, 
unpublished reports and similarly difficult to obtain communications should not be cited. 
Personal communications should be cited in the text thus: (Smith, J. R., pers. comm.). The 
reference list should contain all authors’ names and conform to the following styles:  
 
References should be presented in alphabetical order in the following manner: 
 
Single author papers: 
Author, A. B. (1995): Title of article. Croatian Journal of Fisheries, 53, 3, 105-118. 
Multi-author papers: 
Author, A. B., Author, D. I., Author, C. D. (2010): Title of article. Ribarstvo, 53, 4, 151-159. 
Textbooks: 
Author, A. B. (1989): Title of book. Rye (NY), Publisher's Name. 467pp. 
Book chapters: 
Author, A. B. (1993): Title of chapter. pp. 519-540. In: Schreibman, M. P., Scanes, C. G., 
Pang, P. K. T. (eds), Title of book. Academic Press, San Diego, USA. 607pp. 
Papers in a conference proceeding(s): 
Author, A. B, Author, I. J., Author, K. L. (1985): Title of conference paper. In: Able ST, 
editor, Title of Symposium or Conference: subtitle; 2010 Jan 1-3, location of 
conference. City of publisher, Publisher, p. 12-16. 
Thesis or dissertation: 
Author, A. B. (2012): Title of thesis or dissertation. Berkeley (CA): Name of University. 235 
p. 
Internet sources: 
Author, C. H. (Date of publication): Title. [cited 2013 May 31]. Available from: 
http://ribarstvo.agr.hr 
 
Cover page image  
A full-colour illustration is featured on the cover of each issue, the cost of which is borne by 
the journal. Authors are encouraged to submit images for consideration as cover page image.  
For electronic submission of potential cover images, please send the image at 350 dpi CMYK 
as both a .jpg and a .tif or .eps file to the Editorial office (ribarstvo@agr.hr). Please look at 
recent Journal issues for examples of cover images. 
REVIEW AND PRODUCTION PROCESS 
Manuscripts are examined by the Editor, the Associate Editor, a statistical editor, if needed, 
and at least two reviewers. The manuscript with the reviewers’ comments is sent to the author 
for corrections. Revised version of the manuscript must include cover letter (point-by-
point, addressing all changes made) for the Editor. The final file must contain full text, tables, 
figures and references formatted as specified above. Decisions of the Editor are final.  
All material accepted for publication is subject to copyediting. Authors will receive page 
proofs of their article before publication and should answer all queries and carefully check all 
editorial changes at this point. Authors are responsible for the scientific content of their 
articles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
